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war was followed anxiously in Europe, and the courage and
devotion of the Temple and Hospital in the struggle against
hordes of Moslems were praised throughout Christendom.
The Pope (Alexander III) held up the fighting monks as an
example to all Christians. Much more important than com-
mendations were the solid advantages which the Pope
conferred on the two Orders by the Bull, " Omne datum
optimum", of 1162. Alexander III had not reached the
papal chair without a bitter contest. The German Emperor,
Frederick Barbarossa, had supported Octavian as the claimant
to the Holy See, and Alexander had been forced to flee from
Italy. Every prince in Europe became embroiled in the
dispute between Alexander and Octavian, and both candidates
appealed for the support of the Temple. At first the Order
declared for Octavian, but later, at a council held at Nazareth
in 1161, it transferred its allegiance to Alexander. The
privileges afterwards accorded to the Temple may to some
extent have been in the nature of a reward for supporting
Alexander against Octavian, and it is suggested that the
Templars dictated the terms of the Bull which the Pope
issued in their favour.
The Bull opens with a paean in praise of the brethren of
the Temple. The Templars have not " turned deaf ears
to the Gospel, but, casting aside all the pleasures and pomp of
the world and avoiding the broad path which leads to destruc-
tion, you have in humility chosen the rough path that leads
to everlasting life. . . . With charity in your hearts, you
fulfil in your actions the word of the Gospel which says,
c Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down
his life for his friends '$ and, obedient to the voice of the
great Shepherd, you do not hesitate to lay down your lives
for your brethren and to protect them against the fury of the
infidels. Well may you be called holy warriors, for the
Lord has chosen you to be the defenders of the catholic
church and fighters against the enemies of Christ".

